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Meet Emily Brontë 

 

Emily Jane Brontë was born in 1818, 

the fifth child of Patrick Brontë, a 

Cambridge educated clergyman born 

in Ireland, and Maria Branwell, the 

daughter of a Cornish merchant. 

When Emily was two, her father was 

appointed to a church in Haworth, a 

remote village in Yorkshire. Her 

mother died of cancer a year later, 

and her aunt, Elizabeth Branwell, 

moved into the parsonage to take 

care of the children. 

In 1824 Mr. Brontë sent his four 

eldest daughters—Elizabeth, Maria, 

Charlotte, and Emily—to boarding 

school. While at school, they were 

frequently cold and undernourished, 

and Maria and Elizabeth contracted 

tuberculosis. Soon after being sent 

home to recuperate, they died. 

Alarmed, Mr. Brontë brought Charlotte 

and Emily home to be educated. 

Haworth was a relatively isolated 

community, and so the Brontë 

children turned to one another for 

amusement and companionship. With 

some wooden soldiers that belonged 

to Branwell, the only son in the 

family, Charlotte, Emily, Anne, and 

Branwell developed elaborate sagas 

set in imaginary kingdoms and in tiny 

manuscripts recounted the soldiers’ 

exploits. Throughout their lives the 

world of fantasy continued to exert a 

powerful influence over the Brontës. 

When Branwell was thirty-one, he was 

still signing his letters 

“Northangerland,” after one of the 

characters in the stories. 

During the 1830s, the Brontë children 

left home to study or work, but their 

attempts were relatively unsuccessful. 

Branwell became a self-destructive 

alcoholic, Emily pined for the moors, 

Charlotte fell 

hopelessly in love 

with a married 

man, and Anne 

was fired from her 

job as a 

governess. 

By the mid-1840s, the Brontë children 

were once more back in the 

parsonage at Haworth. 

Charlotte and Anne, always interested 

in writing, planned to publish a 

collection of poems. When Charlotte 

accidentally discovered a secret 

notebook of Emily’s poems, she was 

impressed by their power and 

originality and persuaded Emily to 

include them in the collection. To 

shield their privacy and conceal the 

fact that they were women, the 

sisters self-published under the 

names Currer, Ellis, and Acton Bell. 

Emily was Ellis. The book sold only 

two copies. Undaunted, Charlotte, 

Emily, and Anne turned to writing 

fiction. Charlotte’s novel, Jane Eyre, 

was published in 1847 and was an 

immediate success. Emily’s Wuthering 

Heights came out the same year to 

negative reviews. Critics called it 

“misshapen,” “grotesque,” and 

“shocking.” 

Even Charlotte thought that her 

sister’s novel was “a rude and a 

strange production.” Although Emily 

was strong and fiercely independent, 

she was deeply hurt by the reviews. 

In 1848 Branwell died of tuberculosis. 

Emily caught a cold at Branwell’s 

funeral and soon became extremely 

ill, also with tuberculosis. Later, 

Charlotte wrote about her sister’s 

dying days, “Never in all her life had 

she lingered over any task that lay 

before her, and she did not linger 
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now.” A few days later, on December 

14, Emily died—as implacable as any 

of her fictional characters. 

 

 

 

 

Can you locate Haworth, Yorkshire, on a map? How do you think life in small 

village would be like at that time? What type of education do you thing they 

received? 

 

________________________________________

________________________________________

________________________________________

________________________________________

________________________________________

________________________________________

___________________ 

 

 

Why did the Brönte sisters have to publish under 

men’s names? 

__________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________ 

 

After reading next part, what do you learn from the place and time when 

Wuthering Heights was written? 

 

__________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________ 
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INTRODUCING THE NOVEL 

 

Written by a reclusive twenty-eight-

year-old who was a mystery even to 

her family, Wuthering Heights is 

generally considered a masterpiece 

that stands outside the mainstream of 

Victorian literature. 

The novel tells the story of Heathcliff, 

an orphan rescued from city slums 

and brought to a farm named 

Wuthering Heights in the wilds of 

Yorkshire. There, the young boy 

develops a close attachment to the 

high-spirited daughter of the 

household, Catherine.  

Wuthering Heights is a blend of the 

fanciful and the ordinary. The two 

main narrators, Mr. Lockwood and 

Mrs. Ellen (Nelly) Dean, are rather 

ordinary people. They, like the reader, 

are fascinated by the larger-than-life 

dramas played out between the 

houses of Wuthering Heights and 

Thrushcross Grange. Although the 

book contains many emotionally 

charged scenes and suggests that 

supernatural events may have 

occurred, it is anchored in everyday 

reality. Brontë knew how to describe a 

scene by using vivid details to create 

convincing settings. She also had a 

good ear for the way people spoke—

from the dialect of Yorkshire peasants 

to the speech of the upper classes. 

Brontë manages to maintain the 

reader’s sympathy for her two main 

characters, Heathcliff and Catherine, 

even though both frequently behave 

abominably. Her tale is full of 

suffering and cruelty but is tempered 

with lighter elements, such as the 

endless grumpiness and self-

righteousness of Joseph, an old 

servant, and the wry comments of 

Nelly Dean. 

Over the years, the book has received 

mixed reviews. One early critic saw 

the novel as a poetic dream, “a world 

of brilliant figures in an atmosphere of 

mists,” and assumed that it was the 

“unformed” work of an immature 

artist. One hundred years later, 

British writer V. S. Pritchett, who 

spent much of his childhood in the 

north of England, praised Wuthering 

Heights as “the most realistic 

statement about the Yorkshire people 

of the isolated moorland and dales 

that I have ever read.” Far from 

seeing Emily Brontë as a naively 

poetic artist, Pritchett and many 

others haveviewed her as a masterful 

writer, whose book reveals, among 

other things, a surprisingly accurate 

grasp of British law at the time. 

Unusual as it may be, Wuthering 

Heights is masterfully written. When 

you read it, you care about the 

characters (whom you may not 

always like), and you want to know 

what happens next. 

 

THE TIME AND PLACE 

Wuthering Heights opens in 1801, 

when Mr. Lockwood meets Heathcliff, 

the owner of the isolated farmhouse 

that he has rented. The story then 

jumps back in time to 1771, when 

Heathcliff, an orphaned child, was 

brought home by Mr. Earnshaw, the 

owner of Wuthering Heights. The 

events of the story, which ends in 

1803, take place in a few square miles 

of the West Yorkshire moors. 

The remote heath in which the story 

is set is no mere backdrop to the 

events of the story. The heath, along 

with the people of Yorkshire, is central 

to Emily Brontë’s vision. Unlike the 

soft, smallscale prettiness of the 
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landscapes of southern England, the 

heath is bare, rolling, and wild. 

Charlotte Brontë realized that one 

reason that so many British readers 

and critics were horrified by 

Wuthering Heights was that the novel 

represented a world that was alien to 

them. 

Charlotte understood that people in 

the south of England had been raised 

to “observe the utmost evenness of 

manner and guardedness of 

language”— in other words, to behave 

calmly and politely, no matter how 

they felt inside. The people in the 

Brontës’ part of the world were 

different. 

Living in scattered farms and villages, 

fiercely independent and suspicious of 

outsiders, they tended to speak their 

minds, often harshly, and show, 

rather than hide, their emotions. 

For most of the novel, Heathcliff is 

obsessed with revenge to a degree 

that may seem implausible. But critic 

V. S. Pritchett observes that the local 

people were capable of “unending” 

hatred. 

From this point of view, Heathcliff is 

not a monster but a realistic example 

of a Yorkshire man who feels he has 

been mistreated. 

Also essential to an understanding of 

Wuthering Heights is an 

understanding of the time period in 

which it is set. In the late 1700s and 

early 1800s, telephones and 

automobiles did not link remote 

Yorkshire farmsteads with the rest of 

Britain. Although railroads were 

common when Brontë wrote the 

novel, she set the story in a time 

when people still traveled on foot or 

by horse. Thus, when Mr. Earnshaw 

travels the sixty miles from his farm 

to Liverpool, a distance that would 

take an hour or two today, he must 

walk there and back—a journey of 

three full days. 

In Wuthering Heights, many deaths 

occur: over the course of thirty years, 

eleven characters die—none of them 

beyond middle age. To a modern 

reader, familiar with antibiotics and 

other common medicines, a novel 

with so many deaths may seem 

melodramatic. In the world of the 

Brontës, however, death was a 

constant presence. 

All six Brontë children died from 

disease in childhood or before they 

reached middle age. In the early 

1800s, the average working man in 

Leeds (an industrial city in Yorkshire) 

died at the age of nineteen. In the 

village of Haworth, 40 percent of the 

children died before the age of six. 

Tuberculosis, a disease that usually 

attacks the lungs and thrives in damp 

and crowded conditions, was rampant 

in Haworth. 
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GUIDED ACTIVITIES 

What are the most influential forces in the shaping of a child’s values and behavior? 

Parents, guardians, or other family members? Schooling? Friends?  

With a partner, list influences that are, in your opinion, important in a child’s 

development. Together, rate the importance of each influence. Then speculate on 

what may happen to a child if any of these influences are missing in his or her life. 

 

__________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________ 

 

Read to discover what forces are important in making Heathcliff, Catherine, and 

Hindley who they are. 

__________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________ 

 

BACKGROUND 

Inheritance Laws 

In England around the time in which Wuthering Heights is set, the property rights 

of female heirs were generally in the hands of their husbands and brothers. Until 

the coming of the Industrial Revolution (beginning in the late 1700s), European 

inheritance laws and traditions generally favored the eldest sons in landowning 

families. Because landowners wanted to keep family holdings intact, property was 

not divided among the children at the death of the father. Often, the eldest son of 

the family inherited most or all of his father’s land and wealth, with the other sons 

receiving little or nothing. Eldest sons were expected to accept responsibility for the 

financial welfare of their mothers and sisters and for maintaining the social status 

of the family.. 

 

! As you read, note the importance of inheritance laws in shaping the plot of 
Wuthering Heights 
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Did You Know? 

In Wuthering Heights, Emily Brontë employs several narrative devices: She uses 

the voices of two minor characters, Mr. Lockwood and Nelly Dean, to give 

eyewitness accounts of the lives of the main characters. 

When neither Lockwood nor Nelly can observe what is happening, Brontë describes 

events through letters or diary entries of the main characters.  

 

! As you read, think about the effects of these literary devices in shaping your 
impressions of the characters.

ANALYZING LITERATURE

CHAPTERS:  

A Face at the Window and Heathcliff arrive

Recall and Interpret 

1.Briefly describe the setting. Where is the Wuthering Heights mansion located and 

what is it like? What is the weather like during Mr. Lockwood’s first visit? What 

atmosphere, or mood, do these details of setting establish? 

__________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________ 

 

2.Why does Mr. Lockwood go to Wuthering Heights? What kind of welcome does he 

receive? 

__________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________ 

3. Briefly describe the dreams Mr. Lockwood has when he spends the night at 

Wuthering Heights. How do the dreams help create a sense of mystery and 

suspense? 
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__________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________

4.What glimpses from the past does Lockwood get when he discovers Catherine's 

books? 

__________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________ 

5.Whose ghost visits Mr. Lockwood? What is Heathcliff's reaction to the ghost? 

__________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________- 

6. Who is Nelly Dean? 

__________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________ 

7. What do the gifts that Hindley and Catherine ask their father to bring them 

reveal about their characters? 

__________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________ 

 

8. What are Heathcliff's origins? 

__________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________ 

9. Why does Hindley despise Heathcliff? 

__________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________ 

 



Abridged Literature: Wuthering Heights                                                     4th ESO, IES Ángel Corella 

 

9 
 

Heathcliff and Cathy 

10. What is Heathcliff’s status at Wuthering Heights before Mr. Earnshaw dies? 

What is it afterward? How does the change in status affect Heathcliff’s behavior? 

__________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________

_______________________________________________

_______________________________________________

_______________________________________________

____________________________________________ 

11. Why did Edgar get applesauce dumped on him?  

_______________________________________________

_______________________________________________

_______________________________________________

_____________________________________________ 

 

12. Catherine is pained by Hindley's punishment of Heathcliff, yet she continues to 

entertain her guests. What change does this reveal?  

__________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________ 

 

Heathcliff and the Gypsies 

Edgar Linton refers to Heathcliff as a “gipsy,” a colloquialism derived from the word 

Egyptian. Formerly, the nomadic people known as Gypsies were thought to have 

come from Egypt. Actually, they originally came from India. First migrating to 

Europe at least one thousand years ago, the Gypsies have managed to keep certain 

elements of their culture intact. They call themselves Rom, and many of them still 

speak a language called Romany. Gypsies can be found on every continent but live 

primarily in Europe. Throughout the centuries they have been the object of 

prejudice. Heathcliff is called a Gypsy because of his dark hair and complexion and 

because he is an outsider in the closed, settled world of the Yorkshire moors. 
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13. What does Heathcliff begin to plan? 

__________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________ 

 

Edgar and Catherine 

14. Who is Hareton Earnshaw?      

__________________________________________________

__________________________________________________

_________________________________________________ 

15. How does Frances' death affect Hindley? 

__________________________________________________

__________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________ 

16. Edgar gets a good look at Catherine's "other side." What is his reaction? 

__________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________ 

17.Why does Heathcliff run away? What does Catherine admit to just after he 

leaves? Do you think Heathcliff would have stayed at Wuthering Heights if he had 

heard all of Catherine’s confession? Why or why not? 

__________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________ 

18. Do you think that Catherine’s motives for marrying Edgar Linton are sound 

ones? Why or why not? 

 

__________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________
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__________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________ 

Analyze a Dream 

Catherine Earnshaw describes a disturbing dream that she has had. In a paragraph 

or two, sum up the content of Catherine’s dream and describe what the dream 

reveals about her and about her feelings for Wuthering Heights and Heathcliff. 

__________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________ 

 

Literature Groups 

For more than a hundred years, critics have disagreed about whether Catherine and 

Heathcliff feel true love for each other. What do you think? Find passages in to back 

up your opinion; then debate the question with the rest of your group. Sum up the 

group’s opinions and explain them to others in your class. 

__________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________ 

Discuss 

Do opposites really attract? 

__________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________ 

 

Why might a person be attracted to someone whose temperament, personality, or 

background is different from his or her own? What might some of the benefits of 

such a relationship be? What might the drawbacks be? 
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__________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________

19. Who saves Hareton's life?

_____________________________

_________________________________________________________________

20. Why does Catherine accept Edgar's proposal when she knows Heathcliff is a 

part of her soul? 

_________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________

21. Why does Heathcliff disappear

__________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________

___________________ 

 

A Surprising Visitor   

22. Who is telling to story? To wh

______________________________________________

______________________________________________

________________________________________

23. How does Nelly’s description of life at Wuthering 

Heights influence your opinion of Heathcliff

your opinion change if the Lintons narrated the story?

__________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________
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__________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________

. Who saves Hareton's life? 

__________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________

. Why does Catherine accept Edgar's proposal when she knows Heathcliff is a 

_________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________

. Why does Heathcliff disappear 

__________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________

Who is telling to story? To whom? 

______________________________________________

______________________________________________

_____________________________________________ 

. How does Nelly’s description of life at Wuthering 

Heights influence your opinion of Heathcliff? How might 

your opinion change if the Lintons narrated the story? 

__________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________ 
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__________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________ 

_____________________________________

_________________________________________________________________ 

. Why does Catherine accept Edgar's proposal when she knows Heathcliff is a 

__________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________ 

__________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________
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24. How does Catherine react when Heathcliff returns to Thrushcross Grange to see 

her? What does her reaction suggest about her feelings for Heathcliff? 

__________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________ 

25. How has Heathcliff changed during his absence of three years? 

__________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________ 

26. Who is Isabella, and what does she think of Heathcliff? 

__________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________ 

 

Quarrels at the Grange 

27. How does Heathcliff 

discover that Isabella is 

attracted to him? Why does 

he pursue the relationship? 

How does Edgar feel about his sister’s attraction to Heathcliff? Why?  

__________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________ 

28. Why does Catherine put herself into a fit? 

__________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________ 

29. For what does Catherine wish in her delirium? 
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__________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________ 

 

Isabella’s Story 

30. How does Edgar react to Isabella's running away with Heathcliff? 

__________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________ 

 

Extending Your Response 

Literature Groups 

In this section of the book, Nelly Dean is more than the narrator of the events. She 

is involved in much of what happens and makes several decisions that alter the 

course of events, such as deciding to announce Heathcliff when he first returns and 

refusing to pamper Catherine when she hides in her room. With members of your 

group, review Nelly’s actions, analyze the ethical and practical issues involved in 

her decisions, and evaluate the overall appropriateness of her behavior. 

__________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________ 

31. What kind of a reception does Isabella receive at Wuthering Heights? 

__________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________ 

32. What does Isabella want of Nelly? 

__________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________ 
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33. Describe Heathcliff's relationship with Isabella.

__________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________

34. Why does Nelly agree to take Heathcliff's letter to Catherine?

__________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________

__________________________________

Births and Deaths  

35. After Catherine dies, what is Heathcliff’s one prayer? What are his 

reasons for this prayer? 

__________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________

________________________

36. How does Heathcliff gain possession of Wuthering Heights? How does this 

acquisition further his ultimate goal?

__________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________

37. Compare and contrast the way Hindley and Edgar handle losing their spouses 

and rearing their children.

__________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________
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Describe Heathcliff's relationship with Isabella. 

__________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________

. Why does Nelly agree to take Heathcliff's letter to Catherine? 

__________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________

__________________________________ 

After Catherine dies, what is Heathcliff’s one prayer? What are his 

__________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________

How does Heathcliff gain possession of Wuthering Heights? How does this 

acquisition further his ultimate goal? 

__________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________

. Compare and contrast the way Hindley and Edgar handle losing their spouses 

and rearing their children. 

__________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________
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__________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________

________________

________________________________________________________________ 

__________________________________________________________________

________________________

After Catherine dies, what is Heathcliff’s one prayer? What are his 

__________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________ 

How does Heathcliff gain possession of Wuthering Heights? How does this 

__________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________ 

. Compare and contrast the way Hindley and Edgar handle losing their spouses 

__________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________ 
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When you reach the end of chapter 17, you w

members of the two families

children of the Earnshaws and Lintons are somewhat

genealogical chart below to help keep track of the relationships. 

abbreviation m. stands for “married.”)

 

 

 

 

Catherine and her Cousins

 

Catherine Earnshaw Linton and her daughter are very different, but they do share 

some similarities. Each time you find a difference or a similarity between the elder 

Catherine and her daughter, note it in

Elder Catherine                                               Younger Catherine

Mr. and Mrs. 

Earnshaw

Hindley m.

______

Catherine m.

cruel

Abridged Literature: Wuthering Heights                                                     4th ESO, IES Ángel Corella

When you reach the end of chapter 17, you will have been introduced to all 

members of the two families in Wuthering Heights. The relationships among the 

children of the Earnshaws and Lintons are somewhat complex. Fill out the 

below to help keep track of the relationships. 

stands for “married.”) 

Catherine and her Cousins 

Catherine Earnshaw Linton and her daughter are very different, but they do share 

Each time you find a difference or a similarity between the elder 

her daughter, note it in the graphic organizer below. 

Elder Catherine                                               Younger Catherine 

Mr. and Mrs. 

Catherine m.

_______ m.

Mr. and 

Mrs. Linton

lovingBeautiful 
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ill have been introduced to all 

The relationships among the 

complex. Fill out the 

below to help keep track of the relationships. (The 

 

Catherine Earnshaw Linton and her daughter are very different, but they do share 

Each time you find a difference or a similarity between the elder 

 

m.
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Did You Know? 

Eighteen-year-old Hareton is unable to read basic written information, such as the 

inscription over the doorway to his house. Today he would be called functionally 

illiterate. Adult illiteracy is still a problem: just as in Hareton’s time, illiteracy poses 

major obstacles to personal development and freedom. In the United States, an 

estimated 27 million adults cannot read. Literacy Volunteers of America, a nonprofit 

organization, provides tutoring to illiterate adults. The volunteer tutors receive 

training on how to teach reading skills. For information, you can contact: 

http://www.literacyvolunteers.org. 

 

38. Why does Heathcliff want Linton? 

__________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________ 

 

39. Why does Nelly cut off the love letters between Cathy and Linton? 

__________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________ 

 

Heathcliff’s Revenge  

40. How does Heathcliff get Cathy to visit 

Linton? 

__________________________________

__________________________________

__________________________________

______________________________ 

 

41. Linton is not very likable. Why do you think Cathy cares for him? 

__________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________ 

 

42. How does Heathcliff trick Catherine into marrying Linton? Why? 

 

__________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________ 

43. Why is it necessary for Heathcliff to kidnap Cathy and Nelly? 
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__________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________ 

 

44. After Linton dies, what is left for Cathy? 

__________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________ 

45. While Catherine is trapped at Wuthering Heights by Heathcliff, she becomes 

unpleasant and cruel, especially to Hareton. In your opinion, why do difficult 

circumstances cause good-natured people to commit unkind acts? Explain your 

answer. 

__________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________ 

Return to the Heights 

46. When Mr. Lockwood returns to Wuthering Heights a year after his first visit, 

what two major changes does he discover? 

__________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________ 

47. Why is Hareton trying to learn to read? 

__________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________ 

48. How did Heathcliff change towards the end? 

__________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________ 

49. How is Heathcliff's death like Catherine's? 

__________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________ 
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50. How is the bitterness and hatred in the story finally overcome? 

__________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________ 

51. How does Heathcliff change during the last years of his life? What causes these 

changes? 

__________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________ 

52. Did the conclusion of Wuthering Heights surprise you? Why or why not? 

__________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________ 

_______________________________________________________________ 

53. In a few paragraphs, evaluate the relationship between the young Catherine 

and Hareton. In what ways is it similar to the relationship between Catherine 

Earnshaw Linton and Heathcliff? In what ways is it different? In your opinion, which 

couple’s relationship is healthier and why? 

__________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________ 

 

VOCABULARY

 

Beg: [INTRANSITIVE/TRANSITIVE] /be�/ to ask for help, an opportunity etc in a way that 

shows you want it very much 

Dreary: ADJECTIVE /�dr�əri/ making you feel bored or unhappy 

Dismal: ADJECTVE /�d�zm(ə)l/ making you feel unhappy and without hope or 

enthusiasm 

Feeble:  ADJECTIVE/ˈfiːb(ə)l/ physically weak, especially because you are old or ill 
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Fond: To be fond of someone/something: ADJECTIVE /f�nd/ liking and caring 

about someone very much, especially as a result of knowing them well or for a long 

time

Forgive: VERB [TRANSITIVE] /fə(r)���v/ to decide that you will not be angry with 

someone who has offended, upset, or harmed you   Forgiveness NOUN 

Give in: [INTRANSITIVE] to stop competing or arguing and accept that you cannot 

win 

Housekeeper: NOUN [COUNTABLE  /�haʊs�ki�pə(r)/ someone whose job is to clean 

someone else's house and sometimes cook their meals

Inherit: INTRANSITIVE/TRANSITIVE] /�n�her�t/ to receive property or money from 

someone who has died 

Landlord:  NOUN [COUNTABLE/�læn(d)�l	�(r)d/ a man who owns a house, flat, or 

room that people can rent. 

Mistress: NOUN [COUNTABLE] /�m�strəs/OLD-FASHIONED a woman who is in 

charge of a house and servants 

Moan: VERB [INTRANSITIVE/TRANSITIVE] /məʊn/ if someone moans, they make a 

long low sound because of pain, sadness, or pleasure 

Moor: NOUN [COUNTABLE] [USUALLY PLURAL] BRITISH /m	�(r)/ a large area of 

high land covered with grass, bushes, and heather, with soil that is not good for 

growing crops 

Naughty: ADJECTIVE /�n	�ti/ a naughty child behaves badly and does not do what 

you ask them to 

Neglect: VERB [TRANSITIVE  /n���lekt/ to fail to look after someone when you are 

responsible for them 

Pine for sb: to be very sad because you want to be with someone who you love, 

or want something that you do not have

Rage: NOUN [COUNTABLE/UNCOUNTABLE] /re�d
/ a very strong feeling of anger 
 

Sneak off: [INTRANSITIVE] /sni�k/to move somewhere quietly and secretly so that 

no one can see you or hear you 

Sob: VERB [INTRANSITIVE/TRANSITIVE] /s�b/ to cry noisily while taking short 

breaths 

Sulk: VERB [INTRANSITIVE] /s�lk/ to show that you are angry about being treated 

badly by looking unhappy and not talking to anyone 
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Weakling: NOUN [COUNTABLE] /�wi�kl�ŋ/ a person or animal that is physically 

weak 

Wretched: ADJECTIVE /�retʃ�d/ informal used for emphasizing how much someone 

or something annoys you 
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FINAL TASK 

You can choose to do one of the following tasks.  

In a small group, select one of the dramatic high points and choose parts. 

Practice reading your lines aloud with expression; then perform the scene for others 

in your class. As an alternative, audiotape or videotape the scene and play the tape 

for your class. 

 

Create a brochure to promote travel and tourism around the West Yorkshire moors. 

Paraphrase descriptions from Wuthering Heights to convey the appeal of this wild, 

remote area of Britain. Pay special attention to the scenes in which Catherine is 

exploring the moors. 

 

Although it was written long ago, Wuthering Heights can still appeal to modern 

readers. 

Write a review for the school newspaper in which you encourage your peers to read 

the novel. Pique students’ interest with a few dramatic quotations, and describe 

just enough of the plot to draw students in without giving away anything important. 

 

Daily Life in Victorian England. What three major social classes existed in Victorian 

England? Briefly describe each. Victorian England "class was revealed in manners, 

speech, clothing, education, and values." On the basis of the information in this 

selection, to what social class would you say that Heathcliff belongs? How does 

Heathcliff’s social rank affect his relationship with Catherine? 

 

What is the difference between a moor and a heath?  

Research "Brontë Country"—the land in which Emily Brontë was raised and 

Wuthering Heights is set. Using library sources or the Internet, read about the 

terrain and possible prototypes for Wuthering Heights and Thrushcross Grange. If 

possible, find photographs or create a map. Then present your findings in an oral 

report to your class. 

 

How would you describe the status of women in nineteenth-century England? How 

did their status differ from the status of women today? 


